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1. Chairmanôs report to the Annual General Meeting 2004 
 
 
Just as in past years, I need to begin, 
regretfully, with a number of changes to the 
ACLAIIR committee.  In February Alison Hill 
announced her resignation from the 
Committee following her promotion within the 
British Library and her departure from 
Hispanic Collections.  On ACLAIIRôs behalf, I 
should like to thank Alison for her contribution 
to ACLAIIR since she joined the Committee 
in 1996, and especially for her work on the 
web site, her collaboration with SLAS and her 
awareness of electronic resources.  Alisonôs 
departure was followed at the May meeting 
by that of Carmen Suárez, who had recently 
resigned from her post as librarian at 
Canning House.  We are grateful also to 
Carmen for her contribution to the work of 
ACLAIIR since 1997, including hosting last 
yearôs AGM.  Finally, Graham Shields, a 
member of the Committee since 1994, has 
stepped down as a new job does not involve 
Hispanic material.  We wish all three, Alison, 
Graham and Carmen, well for the future.  I 
am glad to report that the Committee agreed 
at its October 2003 meeting to co-opt Ramón 
Abad, the new librarian at the Instituto 
Cervantes in London.  
 
Following Alisonôs departure, the Committee 
decided that the web site would be best 
served if it had a new host as well as a new 
editor.  Fortunately John Laidlar has agreed 
to take on this responsibility and has 
proposed that ACLAIIR buy its own web 
space and domain name and thus be 
independent.  Our thanks are due to John 
and he will give you more details shortly. 
 
Steady, but unspectacular, progress has 
been achieved on ACLAIIRôs projects.  
Holdings of runs of five or more years over 
the past thirty years have now been added to 

the core list of current Latin American 
newspapers and news magazines.  Support 
for the proposed UK listing of microforms has 
been enthusiastically voiced by researchers 
at a session at SLAS.  How we improve our 
provision of both newspapers and microforms 
remains to be explored. 
 
ACLAIIR and individual members of the 
Association have again reached out to other 
organizations, notably SLAS, SALALM, 
REDIAL.  Alison Hill organised a joint session 
at the SLAS conference at Leiden on library 
resources for researchers in Latin American 
Studies.  Three other members participated 
in the session.  Carmen Suárez attended the 
CEISAL/REDIAL conference in Toulouse in 
December 2003.  Three members attended 
the recent SALALM conference in Ann Arbor, 
Michigan.  So far there has been no specific 
collaboration with the other W.E. studies 
library groups, although links have been 
maintained and discussions have taken 
place.  The possibility remains actively on the 
agenda however. 
 
For the second year editorship of the 
Newsletter rests with the Secretary, Christine 
Anderson, and Antony Loveland.  We are 
grateful to them both for continuing with this 
task.  I should also express both yours and 
my gratitude to Christine for her work as 
Secretary.  We are grateful also to John 
Laidlar for keeping our finances in order, as 
well as taking on responsibility for the web 
site.  Finally I should thank both Christine, 
John and in particular Chris Anderton for 
organizing todayôs meeting and hospitality at 
Essex University. 
 
Geoff West 
16 June 2004 

 
 
2. Conferences and seminars 
 
 
ACLAIIR AGM 2005 
The 2005 AGM is to be hosted by the 
Instituto Cervantes in July 2005 and will have 
a special focus on film. 
 

 
Asociación Española de Bibliografía 
Geoff West of the British Library attended this 
conference in Madrid in February 2004. 
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Norman MacColl Symposium 2004 
Sonia Morcillo García of Cambridge 
University attended this symposium entitled 
Testing Limits and Crossing Boundaries: 
issues in 19th-century Spanish culture and 
has provided the following report:  
 
The Symposium was held on Thursday, 2 
December 2004 at the University of 
Cambridge Centre for Research in the Arts, 
Social Sciences, and Humanities (CRASSH). 
Its aim was to highlight a number of problem 
areas in the study of 19th-century Spanish 
culture, recognizing the fact that modern 
scholarship now includes in its objects of 
study far more than the written word, 
habitually the word of fiction, and setting out 
to question the limits of the exploration of 
possible areas of operation for the scholar. 
 
The centrepiece of the Symposium was the 
presentation of Professor Jo Labanyi (2004ôs 
MacColl Lecturer), who talked about the 
paradox whereby modernity constructs the 
notion of the authentic self, and makes the 
materiality of things the basis of knowledge. 
The surrounding papers to the MacColl 
lecture took up different aspects of the 
relationship with the material world, namely: 
painting relating to modernity; the links 
between the aesthetics of realism and 
modernity; the boundaries of modernity; the 
proliferation of visual images of women, 
including women authors, in the periodical 
press of late 19th and early 20th-century 
Spain; the imaginary Jew in Spanish literary, 
historical and political discourse; and the 
material reality of new urban cemeteries in 
the early 19th century. 
 
 
REDIAL 
A report on REDIAL (Red Europea de 
Información y Documentación sobre América 
Latina) Conference and meeting, Berlin, IAI, 
11-13 November 2004 by Irene Barranco 
García of Canning House. 
 
The conference and annual meeting took 
place in the Simón Bolívar hall of the Ibero-
Amerikanisches Institut in Berlin.  This year a 
new format for the conference had been 
devised by the IAI Librarian in order to focus 
more on basic library issues and activities: 
 

 Acquisitions: monographs and serials 

 Exchange and donation 

 REDIAL projects 

 Electronic media 

 Portal ï REDIAL/CEISAL 

 Special Collections 

 International Co-operation 
 
Monographs 
It was useful to learn that the budget of the 
Hispanic library of the Agencia Española de 
Cooperación Internacional in Madrid comes 
close to that of the IAI (still running at 491K 
euros a year). 
 
The role of AECI-Hispanic complements that 
of the Biblioteca Nacional, Madrid, in 
focussing upon socio-economic aspects, 
cooperation and the development of 
contemporary Iberoamerica, although not 
exclusively - it has a substantial historic 
collection.  However, it is underused given 
the strength of its collections.  See 
http://www.aeci.es/ 
 
It emerges that different situations apply in 
different EU countries regarding tendering for 
the supply of books. Germany differs from 
France in that the latter is obliged to tender 
for supplies of Latin American books ï the 
Germans assume that as this is a non-EU 
service they do not need to. 
 
Serials 
IAI will finally automate its accessions system 
when it switches very soon to the PICA 
integrated system. 
 
Some time was spent discussing provision of 
contemporary Latin American newspapers. 
IAI wants one daily from each country, 
independent of political party. They are 
concerned at poor coverage Europe-wide. 
They wish to initiate a union list with a view to 
identifying best sources of microfilms. They 
have asked for a copy of ACLAIIRôs files of 
UK holdings. 
 
Projects 
IAI plans to digitise:  

 Lehmann Nitsche collection of 
literatura criolla from Argentina. 

 2500 texts of literatura de cordel from 
Brazil 

http://www.crassh.cam.ac.uk/
http://www.aeci.es/
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 Work of Taller de Gráfica Popular 
from Mexico. 
 

Other libraries were invited to contribute to 
the literatura de cordel project.  
The IAIôs Biblioteca Virtual Cibera will be 
launched week beginning 15/11 (see: 
http://www.cibera.de/es/index.html?lang=2).  
Phase 2 is scheduled for May 2005. 
 
Portal REDIAL/CEISAL 
REDIAL wishes to set up an alert service 
covering all European journals on Latin 
America.  Contents information will be 
provided by the publisher or issuing body.  
REDIAL also needs information on UK theses 
previously provided by ILAS. 
 
Electronic resources 
A useful handout was distributed, covering: 
tables of contents; full text; databases (e.g. 
HAPI).  Some free, others charged.  
 
Special collections 
3 papers were given: the collections of the 
IAI; special collections of Latin Americana in 
the UK; the archives of the Bibliothèque de 
Documentation Internationale 
Contemporaine, Paris.  These will be revised 
for publication in REDIALôs Anuario 
Americanista Europeo, vol. 2.  Geoff West of 
the British Library gave the second of the 
three papers: Colecciones latinoamericanas 
especiales ï colecciones desconocidas en el 
Reino Unido. 
 
Annual General Meeting (preceded by tour 
of IAI library) 
 
The AGM debated the following subjects:  

1.- The Website 
2.- Publication: Anuario Americanista 
Europeo 
3.- Promotion of REDIAL. 
4.- Projects 
5.- New members 

 
1. Website 
The new website was introduced in July 2004 
in Bratislava, during the European 
Latinoamericanists Congress, where it was 
very well received by CEISAL members.  It 
was decided unanimously that the name of 
the website will be AMERICA LATINA-
PORTAL EUROPEO.  The website will 

include a data base with summaries of 
articles from European journal publications, 
and a new electronic alerting bulletin for 
researchers 
 
2. Publication: Anuario Americanista 
Europeo  
Each issue is devoted to a specific theme.  
The first issue was on La Ciudad.  The next 
issue will be on Los Estudios europeos 
latinoamericanistas, and should be ready in 
early 2005.  The theme of issue 3 will be Las 
Migraciones.  The Anuario needs to be 
promoted more widely, and more 
contributions are required. 
 
3. Promotion of REDIAL 
The meeting discussed the importance of 
promoting REDIAL.  The Anuario 
Americanista Europeo is making an 
enormous contribution towards this, but 
promotion using other products and activities 
is needed.  Another means of promotion is 
the electronic bulletin PUENTES, where 
REDIAL members can access and post 
information about their own institutions. 
Currently, more than 1,800 individuals 
receive and consult Puentes.  
 
4. Projects 
a) Compile information on the holdings of 
Latin American newspapers in REDIAL 
member libraries 
 
b) Identify collections in Europe on literatura 
de cordel and gráfica popular from Latin 
America.  
 
c) Digitise two archives: Filmaciones 
Zapatistas and Fondo Dora Mayer,  
 
d) Collect information about the interlibrary-
loan policies of REDIAL library members 
 
e) Collect information about possible canje 
de duplicados between REDIAL library 
members 
 
5. New Members 
The Instituto de Latinoamérica de la 
Academia de Ciencias de Rusia, represented 
by Ms Tatiana Medvedeva, was unanimously 
admitted as a new member of REDIAL. 
 
 
 

http://www.cibera.de/es/index.html?lang=2
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2006 Conference and AGM 
It was decided that the next Conference and 
Annual General Meeting will be held at the 
Centro de Documentación Canario-
Americano in Tenerife. 
 
 
SALALM 
SALALM XLIX ð 5-8 June, Ann Arbor, 
Michigan: Women in Latin American 
Studies: Reshaping the Boundaries.  
Sonia Morcillo García of Cambridge 
attended, and has sent in this report: 
 
My visit to SALALM was enlightening in many 
respects. The book exhibits gave me the 
opportunity to talk to booksellers on a one-to-
one basis. I can now put a face to most 
vendor names, which has made my regular 
exchange of e-mails with them much more 
satisfactory. In my experience, vendors seem 
to be much more responsive once they get to 
know who you are. As a result of my visit to 
SALALM last year, we have managed to 
strengthen long-standing relationships with 
some suppliers and have secured some new 
ones. This is perhaps the most rewarding 
aspect of my presence in Ann Arbor. 
 
The conference was literally packed with 
committee meetings and panels. Particularly 
interesting for me was the Librarian/Book 
Dealer/Publisher meeting, where three 
booksellers gave papers on the book industry 
in Mexico, Cuba and Chile, respectively. This 
was followed by an open discussion between 
librarians and booksellers that brought 
interesting points to light. Although the 
session was far too short to discuss the 
subject at length, it did give me an insight into 
the problems the publishing industry is 
currently facing in Latin America.  
 
I attended a number of panels on women and 
gender in Latin America. Panel VI, entitled 
ñMuses, symbols and authors: women in 
Cuban history and cultureò, discussed topics 
such as the portrayal of women in literature, 
prostitution, or the history of Cuban heroines 
Mariana Grajales and Lydia Cabrera. Panel 
IX, under the title ñThe multiple facets of 
women in Latin American and Caribbean 
literature: a contemporary analysisò, dealt 
with recent trends in Mexican womenôs 
literature, short story women writers from 

Bolivia and Ecuador, and the portrayal of the 
mulatta in Caribbean literature. 
 
Other panels of particular interest included 
topics such as collection management, 
digitisation projects, cataloguing and 
bibliographic technology, serials, and 
reference services.  
 
One year on, I still feel that attending 
SALALM was really worthwhile.  I learnt a 
great deal about my profession, about its 
beauty and intricacies. The atmosphere was 
truly fantastic. There is a deep sense of 
belonging in SALALM, which I find very 
comforting and reassuring for prospective 
members. 
 
 
SLAS Conference 2004 
The Annual Conference of the Society for 
Latin American Studies took place in Leiden, 
The Netherlands, 2-4 April 2004.  This was 
the first time that the Annual Conference had 
been held outside the UK and it was a great 
opportunity to consolidate links with Dutch 
and other European colleagues. 
 
Alison Hill (BL), and Rachel Sieder (Institute 
for the Study of the Americas) organised a 
joint SLAS/ACLAIIR Round Table on Latin 
American Resources in UK Libraries on 2 
April, with the aim of getting feedback about 
researchersô requirements for Latin American 
Studies and to provide information about 
resource provision in the UK. Information 
professionals needed feedback on research 
needs and perceived gaps in resource 
provision in order to assess and attempt to 
remedy the situation. Alison Hill, Geoff West 
(BL), and Donald Munro (Institute of 
Historical Research) all participated in this 
session. Geoff West presented a summary of 
the work he has been doing on compiling 
holdings of Latin American newspapers in the 
UK. Donald Munro gave an overview of 
microform holdings in the UK, and outlined 
the main problems for libraries i.e. cost, 
difficulty in selecting titles, paucity of 
publishersô lists. Alison Hill spoke on e-
resources.  
 
Researchers outlined several general 
problems: lack of research time, information 
overload, having to buy research material 
themselves (either if this could not be 



ACLAIIR Newsletter 
www.aclaiir.org.uk 

 

 5 

supplied by their library network, or for ease 
of access) and often finding themselves 
acquiring material in Spanish from the 
country itself (thus demonstrating a gap in UK 
librariesô provision of material published in 
Latin America), severe financial constraints 
etc.. 
 
The session ended with the following 
recommendations: 
 

 Nikki Craske reported to the President 
of SLAS that it had been a worthwhile 
session and suggested a future panel 
might be longer and involve more 
academics by moving the session to 
the core panel time. 

 There is a need for information about 
the key microform holdings in UK 
libraries and to be made accessible to 
academics. 

 The BL should re-subscribe to The 
Hispanic American Periodicals Index 
(HAPI), one of the principal research 
tools for LA research. 

 As Spanish language material is not 
yet covered by the main aggregators 
of e-resources, the BL should 
compensate for this gap in coverage 
by providing adequate funding for 
printed resources in Spanish. 

 The gap in Hispanic resources 
published in Latin America needs to 
be addressed by determining what 
types of local material could 
reasonably be acquired by UK 
libraries such as data sets or 
statistics, which are not of esoteric 
interest. One researcher said it took 
him 2 weeks to download an act from 
the Chilean Congreso Nacional. 
Analysis about provision needs to be 
supported by financial resources. 
Libraries could consider giving 
specific researchers funds to acquire 
local LA material of general use to UK 
researchers. 

 The idea, proposed by BL policy 
makers less than a decade ago that 
researchers can travel abroad to 
consult resources, is clearly not valid 
today for many students. 

 There is often a mismatch between 
current provision and requirements, in 
that due to lack of time, researchers 

are not fully using available resources 
and furthermore often do not want 
more information than they can deal 
with. Consequently pragmatic 
considerations should receive greater 
priority such as helping researchers 
find resources easily. For example, 
the BL could facilitate access to an 
integrated listing of e-resources 
throughout the BL. Information 
overload has serious implications for 
the standard of research but the BL 
can assist by finely tuning into 
researchersô requirements and 
constraints. 

 
WESS 
A report on WESS* Conference, Paris, 22-26 
March 2004 by Geoff West. 
 
The *Western European Studies Section 
(WESS) of the Association of College & 
Research Libraries (ACRL) held an 
international conference to coincide with the 
Salon du Livre in Paris, 22-26 March 2004.  
ACRL, the fiscal sponsor of WESS, is a 
division of the American Library Association.  
 
The theme of the conference was broad: 
óMigrations in Society, Culture & the 
Libraryô.  This embraced the cultural 
consequences of human migration, the 
migration of materials from one medium to 
another, and the movement of books and 
libraries. 
 
The sessions explored the "migration" theme 
of the conference, from migration literature, 
social history, culture and arts, to 
technological "migrations", then focusing on 
Western European and North American 
libraries and institutions.  Session speakers 
were composed of a diverse blend of 
librarians, academics, book dealers and 
publishers.  Inevitably, given this diversity, 
the sessions on the migration of materials 
(plus the keynote presentations) held the 
greatest interest for the majority of attendees.  
A selection of key sessions is described 
below. 
 
Migration and Meaning in Digital Resources 
Speakers included: 

 Steven Hall (ProQuest), who reviewed 
the increasing sophistication of digital 
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 products: from image + metadata, via 
critical e-editions, to text + secondary 
material (biographies, bibliographies, 
video clips, etc.).  He reported on 
ProQuestôs research into how digital 
products are used; 

 Mark Holland (Gale), who spoke of 
the need to move beyond individual 
product boundaries in his paper 
óMaking More Mean More: Can it be 
Done?ô; 

 Robert McNamee (Electronic 
Enlightenment) drew distinction 
between structural and analytical 
encoding;  

 Mark Sandler (U. of Michigan Lib.), 
óNew Scholarship with Old Booksô, 
stressed increased accessibility 
(Gothic type to modern type; 
signposting) of digital products.  

 
New projects 
Vascoda: portal for subject information and 
interdisciplinary searching 
http://www.vascoda.de/ ; Archive of European 
Integration: http://aei.pitt.edu/  
 
óThe Migrated Libraryô 
British-born David Seaman now resides in 
America where he is Executive Director of the 
Digital Library Federation, a consortium of 33 

libraries based in Washington DC. The 
Federationôs aim is to help libraries expand 
their digital resources through the pooling of 
digital collections, the development of 
standards, assistance with digital 
preservation, etc.  DFL has invested heavily 
in the Open Archives Initiative. DFL warmly 
welcomed the accession of its newest 
member, the British Library. 
 
Publishing and Migration 
Roberta Astroff (Penn. State University), 
óSpanish Migrations and Spanish publishingô;  
 
Editoria Italiana Online 
Barbara Casalini spoke about another form of 
migration, and announced the foundation of 
the Italian e-book project, Editoria Italiana 
Online http://eio.casalini.it aimed at boosting 
electronic academic publishing in Italy 
 
Presentations on Project MUSE and JSTOR 
 
Microforms and Data Migrations 
Roger Chartier: óBooks, Reading, and 
Libraries from Print Culture to Digital Worldô;   
Geoff West, Head, Hispanic Collections, 
British Library:  óWhere Are They Now: The 
Dispersal of Spanish Printed Book 
Collections, 1810-1850.ô 

 
 
3. Staff activities, staff changes and other news from universities and libraries 
 
British Library 
Dr Joanne Harwood joined the British Library 
in November 2004 as Curator of Latin 
American collections.  Email: 
Joanne.Harwood@bl.uk; tel.: 020 7412 7709. 
 
Canning House 
Canning Houseôs online catalogue project 
was completed, thanks to a grant from the 
Heritage Lottery Fund, and went online in 
December 2004.  URL: 
http://193.129.6.54:8008/#focus 
 
Essex 
Dr. Eva-Lynn Jagoe has been appointed to a 
lectureship in literature and film of the 
Americas in the Department of Literature, 
Film and Theatre Studies. 
 

Dr. Joanne Harwood: In June 2004, while 
working with the University of Essex 
Collection of Latin American Art (UECLAA), 
Joanne Harwood spent a week at the 
University of Texas at Austin where she met 
with Gabriel Perez-Barreiro, Curator of Latin 
American Art at the Jack S. Blanton Museum 
of Art.  During her stay she took the 
opportunity to visit the Universityôs Nettie Lee 
Benson Latin American Collection where 
archivist Christian Kelleher showed her some 
of the libraryôs recent acquisitions and more 
precious items.  On her return to the UK she 
stopped in New York to meet Taína Caragol, 
the Latin American Bibliographer at the 
library of the Museum of Modern Art. Taína 
manages two MoMA projects: an online Latin 
American Bibliography and a Survey of 
Archives of Latino Art, both accessible 
through the Museumôs website.  The first 

http://www.vascoda.de/
http://aei.pitt.edu/
http://eio.casalini.it/
mailto:Joanne.Harwood@bl.uk
http://193.129.6.54:8008/#focus
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project provides an online catalogue of the 
Latin American, Caribbean and US Latino 
holdings of MoMAôs library, which has 
literature on modern and contemporary art 
from the 1880s to the present, including 
exhibition catalogues and artistsô 
monographs.  The second project aims to 
survey and inventory the archival holdings of 
galleries, museums, grassroots organisations 
and research centres with research material 
on Latino visual arts communities in the New 
York and greater metropolitan area.  Both 
Gabriel Perez-Barreiro and Taína Caragol will 
attend the 2005 international UECLAA 
conference at the University of Essex from 22 
to 23 April, at which the Collectionôs online 
project, UECLAA OnLine, will be launched. 
 
Liverpool 
There have been no changes in the Library 
staff, but there have been two additions to 
staff in the School of Modern Languages (for 
Hispanic Studies): Dr. Kirsty Hooper and Dr. 
Claire Taylor. 
 
London 
Senate House Library, University of 
London (formerly: University of London 
Library) 
Chris Hunt left on 5 March 2004, and David 
Pearson (Wellcome Institute) arrived to take 
up the position of Director of the ULRLS 
(University of London Research Library 
Services) on 8 March 2004.  In August 2004 
the University of London Library changed its 
name to the Senate House Library.  
 
Institute for the Study of the Americas 
(ISA) 
The Institute for the Study of the Americas 
(http://americas.sas.ac.uk) was officially 
established in August 2004 as a result of a 
merger between the Institute of Latin 
American Studies and the Institute of United 
States Studies, both of which were 
established in 1965. 
 
The purpose of the Institute for the Study of 
the Americas is to promote, coordinate and 
provide a focus for research and 
postgraduate teaching on the Americas ï 
Canada, the US, Latin America and the 
Caribbean ï in the University of London.  It is 
building on the strengths of its predecessors 
and playing a national and international role 
as a coordinating and information centre for 

all sections of the hemisphere at the 
postgraduate level in the universities of the 
United Kingdom.  As well as serving and 
strengthening national networks of North 
Americanist, Latin Americanist and 
Caribbeanist scholars, the Institute is actively 
maintaining existing ties and building new 
ones with important academic, cultural, 
diplomatic and business organisations with 
interests in the region. 
 
ISAôs first issue of its triannual electronic 
newsletter americas plural was produced in 
October 2004 (see 
http://americas.sas.ac.uk/newsletter/index.ht
m). 
 
Senate House Library, University of 
London / Institute for the Study of the 
Americas (ISA): Convergence of library 
collections on the Americas 
On 1 August 2004, the ILAS Library changed 
its name to óThe Latin American Studies 
Library of the Institute for the Study of the 
Americasô, whilst the University of London 
Library changed its name to the Senate 
House Library.  These events coincided with 
the emergence of the ULRLS ï University of 
London Research Library Services ï bringing 
together all the libraries of the Institutes of the 
School of Advanced Study and the Senate 
House in their aim to support the academic 
mission of the University of London. 
 
The combined resources of the ULRLS 
amount to almost 3 million volumes, including 
many thousands of journals, and numerous 
deep and rich collections of research 
materials in subjects across the humanities 
and social sciences.  Altogether the libraries 
provide over 12 miles of open shelf access to 
collections, an important aspect of the 
resource which few libraries can match. 
 
Holdings of all the ULRLS libraries are 
available to view via the ULRLS library 
catalogue.  This is accessible from anywhere 
with an Internet connection and includes links 
to electronic resources: 
http://www.ulrls.lon.ac.uk/search/  
 
Relocation of ISAôs Latin American 
Studies Library 
It is expected that the Latin American Studies 
Library of the Institute for the Study of the 
Americas will relocate to the Senate House 

http://americas.sas.ac.uk/newsletter/index.htm
http://americas.sas.ac.uk/newsletter/index.htm
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Library in 2005/06 and co-locate with the 
collections of the Institute of Commonwealth 
Studies Library (including those on Canada 
and the Caribbean), the Senate House Latin 
American Collection and the Senate House 
United States Studies collection.  These four 
collections covering the Americas will occupy 
over 4750 linear metres of shelving.  It is 
anticipated that this will promote greater 
access to all the collections within this area 
and aid the development of research-level 
collections across the Americas as a whole. 
 
Manchester 
The University of Manchester has been 
created by bringing together The Victoria 
University of Manchester and UMIST.  New 
staff in the Spanish, Portuguese and Latin 
American Studies discipline area of the 
School of Languages, Linguistics and 
Cultures in the new Faculty of Humanities 
include: 
 
Professor Chris Perriam, Professor of 
Hispanic Studies and Head of Spanish and 
Portuguese; 
Dr Iris Bachmann, Lecturer in Hispanic 
Linguistics; 
Dr Susan Lorenzo, Senior Lector in Spanish 
Studies; 

Dr Fernanda Peñaloza, Lecturer in Latin 
American Cultural Studies; 
Dr Nuria Triana Toribio, Lecturer in Spanish. 
Mrs Glynis Platt is now the Faculty Librarian 
responsible for Modern Languages, and Dr 
John Laidlar is now Academic Liaison 
Librarian for Spanish and Portuguese. 
 
Taylorian (Oxford University) 
In autumn 2003, the Taylor Institution Library 
and the Modern Languages  
Faculty Library were brought under a single 
Taylor Institution management within  
the Oxford University Library Service (OULS). 
The previous Librarian,  
Ms. E.A. Chapman, has subsequently 
departed and her post effectively abolished, 
the title of Taylor Librarian passing to the 
Humanities Librarian, Mr James Legg, MA, 
MA (Lond.). The previous Deputy Librarian, 
Ms. Amanda Peters, BA (Brist.), MA (Lond.), 
Dip.Lib. (Lond.), is now the Taylorian's 
'Librarian in Charge'. 
There is a new part-time subject specialist 
library appointment in Film Studies 
(European and Latin American): Ms.Vanya 
Murray. 
 

 
 
4. Bibliographical projects and publications 
 
British Library 
Geoff West, Greta Grinfeld and Barry Taylor 
have begun work on a project with IDC 
(Leiden) to microfilm the British Libraryôs 
collection of Mexican historical documents 
(17th and 19th centuries). 
 
Canning House: Newsletter 
Canning House reports: Library Staff are now 
working on the third issue of this new 
initiative. Through the Newsletter we aim to 
let anyone interested in Latin America know 
about Canning House and our resources. 
The Newsletter compiles information about 
Canning House Cultural Events, and the 
latest acquisitions of books and films in the 
Library. We also include recent information 
on writers, books (written in Spanish, 
Portuguese or English), literary awards, film 
releases, and culture in general, throughout 
Latin America and Iberia. 

The Newsletter is sent out by e-mail every 
month to members and friends of Canning 
House Library, but its contents are mainly 
targeted at students of Spanish and 
Portuguese, whose information needs we are 
aiming to address. 
The Newsletter is proving very popular, and 
we have now secured sponsors to help 
finance production costs. We are happy with 
the results, and with the publicity and 
feedback we are getting. 
 
London 
Institute for the Study of the Americas 
The project to catalogue the political archive 
holdings of the Institute of Commonwealth 
Studies and the Institute for the Study of the 
Americas has now been running for two 
years.  In that time over 20 000 pieces of 
political ephemera (originating from parties, 
pressure groups, trade unions, NGOs and 
governments) have been rehoused and 
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catalogued, and collection descriptions have 
been posted to AIM25 and the Archives Hub. 
 
As part of the promotional aspect of the 
project a workshop has been organised for 
Monday 4th July 2005 entitled 'Political 
Ephemera from the Commonwealth and Latin 
Americaô, and the final programme for this 
has now been confirmed.  Speakers include 
Pamela Howard-Reguindin and Dr. Angel D. 
Batiste from the Library of Congress, Giorgio 
Miescher and Dag Henrichsen from Basler 
Afrika Bibliographien, Professor Christopher 
Saunders from the University of Cape Town, 
Peter Johnson from Princeton University, Dr. 
Matthew Brown from the Department of 
Hispanic, Portuguese and Latin American 
Studies, University of Bristol, and Marika 
Sherwood from the Institute of 
Commonwealth Studies.  Registration for this 
workshop is free and interested parties 
should contact the Political Archives Project 

Officer, Danny Millum, at 
danny.millum@sas.ac.uk . 
 
Further information regarding this workshop 
can be found on the Political Archives Project 
website, which has just been launched and is 
available at the address 
www.sas.ac.uk/polarch.  The website 
contains background information on the 
project, the materials held in the archives and 
on ephemera in general, as well as digitised 
versions of a selection of posters and 
pamphlets.  Individual catalogue entries have 
been made for every item in the collections, 
and these can be browsed for each particular 
country by author or by title. 
 
Manchester 
Dr. John Laidlar has completed the final 
annual Research bibliography and checklist 
for the 2004 issue of Portuguese Studies. 

 
 
5. Purchasing policy and purchasing funds 
 
British Library 
There has been a modest increase in funding 
for Latin American materials, and a óone-offô 
fund of c. £12,000 for the purchase of 
modern Iberian materials published 1980-
1999. 
 
Essex 
Has received a splendid donation of over 
3,000 volumes of Catalan, Spanish and Latin 
American literature from the estate of the late 
Professor Arthur Terry who had been 
Professor of Literature at Essex from 1973 
until his retirement in 1993. After retiring 
Professor Terry remained a regular library 
user until his death in January 2004. 
 
 
 
 

Liverpool 
Has begun purchasing in Mexican/US cross-
border studies, which reflects research if not 
teaching interests. 
 
Manchester 
There has been a slight increase in budget. 
DVD and video purchases, as opposed to 
print, are increasing, and there is an 
increasing amount of e-journals. 
 
Taylorian 
The budget remains more or less unchanged, 
but there have been extra grants for the 
financial year 2004-2005 for building up the 
Catalan and Galician collections. A further 
grant originally earmarked for another 
purpose is in the course of being diverted to 
support purchases of modern Brazilian 
literature. 

 
6. Subscriptions, expensive acquisitions, cancellations, donations 
 
British Library 
Acquisitions include:  

 a volume of 12 Peruvian tracts on 
political topics, printed in Lima 1811-
1824; 

 219 items of Brazilian literatura de 
cordel, both original items and critical 
studies; 

 Libro homenaje a Diego Maradona 
(Buenos Aires: Safé, 2001) ï a livre 

../../../../aloveland$/Profile/AppData/Microsoft/Word/www.sas.ac.uk/polarch
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dôartiste with texts by leading 
Argentine litterateurs. 

 
Serials - new titles received: 
Abelardo: novos estudos medievais em 
revista; América Latina (Santiago, Chile); 
Anuario de ciencias políticas; Anuario del 
Centro de Estudios Hist·ricos óProfesor 
Carlos S.A. Segretiô; Araucaria: revista 
iberoamericana de filosofía, política y 
humanidades; El aromo (Buenos Aires); 
Arqueología de la arquitectura (Universidad 
del País Vasco); Arquivo em imagens. Série 
Ultima hora (São Paulo); Ataques a la prensa 
(Buenos Aires); Avances del Centro de 
Estudios Sociales Regionales (Rosario); 
Azougue (São Paulo); Balance y 
perspectivas de la economía paraguaya; 
Brazilian Book Magazine; Cadernos 
CESPUC de pesquisa: série Ensaios (Belo 
Horizonte, MG); Cadernos de estudos 
mediâticos (Oporto); Castalia (Universidad 
Academia de Humanismo Cristiano, Santiago 
de Chile); 5 sentidos (Buenos Aires); 
Claroscuro. Revista del Centro de Estudios 
sobre Diversidad Cultural (Rosario); 
Colombian Economic Journal; Cuadernos de 
Picadero (Instituto Nacional del Teatro, 
Buenos Aires); Cuadernos del CISH [Centro 
de Investigaciones Socio-Históricas] 
(Universidad Nacional de La Plata); 
Cuadernos para investigación de la literatura 
hispánica (Madrid); De repente: revista de 
divulgação cultural (Teresina, Brazil); El 
debate político: revista iberoamericana de 
análisis político / FLACSO (Buenos Aires); 
Diálogos: letras artes y ciencias del noroeste 
argentine; Documentos remetidos da India 
(Lisbon); Documentos de trabajo / Banco de 
Chile;  Documentos de trabajo / Universidad 
Católica de Chile; Em tese (Belo Horizonte, 
MG); Estudios catalanes; Estudios del Centro 
de Economía Internacional (Buenos Aires); 
Estudios político militares (Santiago, Chile); 
Estudos sobre a China (Lisbon); Estudos 
sociedade e agricultura (Rio de Janeiro); 
Etcétera (Brazil); Evaluación económica 
(Bolivia); Extremoccidente (Santiago, Chile); 
Fronteras de la historia (Bogotá); Gragoatá 
(Rio de Janeiro); Grumo; literatura e imagen 
(Buenos Aires & Rio de Janeiro); Imagem 
brasileira; Informe anual sobre derechos 
humanos en Chile; El jabalí: revista ilustrada 
de poesía (Buenos Aires); Lecturas : 
imágenes: revista poética del cine 
(Pontevedra); Lea : revista mensual de libros 

y cultura (Buenos Aires); Letra nueva 
(Montevideo); Letras de Buenos Aires : 
segunda época; Lezama (Buenos Aires); 
Literatura popular bonaerense; Locus (Juiz 
de Fora, Brazil); La magia de la televisión 
argentina; La marcha : los muchachos 
peronistas; Memoria del arte (Buenos Aires); 
Monumenta missionaria africana (Lisbon); 
Lamujerdemivida (Buenos Aires); M: Museos 
de México y del mundo; Ñ (Buenos Aires); 
Notitia Vasconiae; Novahispania (UNAM, 
Mexico); Oliverio (Buenos Aires); Portugaliae 
monumenta misericordium; Primera plana 
(Buenos Aires); Projeto historia (São Paulo); 
Ramona: revista de artes visuales (Buenos 
Aires); Redactor: Actas Públicas de las 
Sesiones de la Honorable Cámara de 
Senadores (Bolivia); Redactor: Audiencias 
Públicas y Sesiones de Honor 
Departamentales (Bolivia); Revista 
Anthropos; Revista argentina de derechos 
humanos; Revista argentina de sociología; 
Revista brasileira de linguística aplicada; 
Revista de derechos del niño (Santiago, 
Chile); Revista de historia y ciencias sociales 
(Santiago, Chile); RIEL: revista de 
investigaciones y estudios literarios 
(Rosario); Scripta (Belo Horizonte, MG); 
Spanish in Context (Amsterdam); 
Summarium / 

(Santa Fe, 
Argentina); Telar: revista del Instituto 
Interdisciplinario de Estudios 
Latinoamericanos  (Tucumán); Testimonios 
de la Revolución (Montevideo); Tradiciones 
de Guatemala 
 
Cambridge 
The following expensive items have been 
acquired by Cambridge University Library:  
 
a) Candido Portinari: catálogo raisonné 
= catalogue raisonné. Rio de Janeiro : 
Projeto Portinari, 2004. 5 vols. + 1 CD-ROM. 
 
b) Salterio glosado = salterio anglo-
catalán : Bibliothèque nationale de France, 
Lat. 8846. Barcelona : M. Moleiro, 2005. 
Facsimile ed. 
 
c) VELAZQUEZ DE VELASCO, Diego 
Alfonso. La Lena. Por D.A.V.D.V. Pinciano. Al 
Illustriss. y Excellentiss. S. D. Pedro Enriquez 
de Azebedo, Conde de Fuentes, dôel Consejo 
dôEstado, Governador del de Milan y Capital 
general en Italia, por el Rey Católico, N.S. 
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Milan, Por los herederos del quon. Pacifico 
Poncio, & Juan Baptista Picalia compañeros, 
1602. 
First edition: an imitation of Celestina, later 
published as El Celoso. The authorôs chief 
work, it is a clever, sophisticated comedy 
deriving much from the authorôs own 
picaresque adventures in Europe. In the view 
of M. Menéndez y Pelayo, La Lena is ñthe 
best prose comedia composed by a Spaniard 
at the turn of the 16th centuryò. It has been 
edited by E. Ochoa in his Tesoro del teatro 
español (1838) ï Oxford Companion to 
Spanish Literature. 
 
d) TASSO, Torquato. Godfredo, ou 
Hierusalem libertada, poema heroyco / 
composto no idioma Toscano por Torcato 
Tasso; traduzido na lingua portugueza e 
offerecido ao serenissimo senhor Cosmo III 
Gran duque da Toscana, por Andre 
Rodriguez de Mattos. Lisboa : Na officina de 
Miguel Deslandes, 1682. 
 
Cambridge is in the process of assessing a 
number of periodical titles for cancellation, in 
order to release funds for new titles and 
maximise budget expenditure. A stronger 
emphasis is currently being placed on 
electronic publications versus print ones. This 
may result in the replacement of print serials 
with their electronic versions, if and when 
appropriate. 
 
Essex 
Has resurrected its dormant subscription to 
Revista brasileira de estudos politicos (Belo 
Horizonte : Universidade Federal de Minas 
Gerais, Faculdade de Direito) which had 
suspended publication between no. 87 (1998) 
and no. 88 (2003). 
 
A retired Essex academic wishes to find a 
good home for the following periodical parts: 
 
Journal of Latin American Studies 
vol. 5, pt. 2 (Nov 1973); vol. 12, pt. 1 (May 
1980); vols. 16 to 17 (1984 to 1985);vols. 19 
to 31 (1987 to 1999). 

 
Bulletin of Latin American Research 
Vol. 1, no. 1 (Oct. 1981) to the present (a 
complete set) 
 
Historia Mexicana 
Nos. 56, 68, 73, 108, 112, 114 to 120, 125, 
127, 130 to 136, 138 to 168, 185, 186. 
 
The Americas 
vol. 35 (July 1978/April 1979); vol. 36 (July 
1979/April 1980) 
 
Latin American Research Review 
vol. 26 (1991); vol. 27 (1992); vol. 31 (1996); 
vol. 32 (1997) 
 
If you are interested in any of these free 
items, please contact Chris Anderton, The 
Albert Sloman Library, University of Essex, 
P.O. Box 24, Colchester CO4 3UA. Tel. 
01206-873181. Email chrisa@essex.ac.uk 
 
Instituto Cervantes, London 
A particularly interesting item acquired during 
2004 was a collection of Spanish Civil War 
songs recorded in 1938 on three 78rpm 
records. 
 
The Instituto now collects DVDs, and has 
c.800 film titles, including some Latin 
American ones. It has begun to screen 
movies on a regular basis, often with a 
óthemeô e.g. a focus on the work of a 
particular director. Screenings are open to 
non-members of the Institute 
 
Manchester 
New journals are being received as part of 
electronic óbundlesô. 
 
Taylorian 
On a recent visit to Mexico John Wainwright 
purchased a back run of the journal Revista 
de Literatura Mexicana Contemporánea 
(1995-). 
 

 
 
7. Online, CD-ROMs, Microforms 
 
London 
Institute of Historical Research, University 
of London 

The IHR has acquired the following: 
Fondo documental y bibliográfico del Museo 
Naval catálogos [electronic resource] / [un 
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proyecto conjunto de Fundación Histórica 
Tavera, Museo Naval [y] Digibis]. Madrid : 
Fundación Histórica Tavera : Digibis, c1997. 
 
España fin de siglo (1890-1910): Guía de 
fuentes en el Archivo General de la 
Administración.  Madrid, 2001. 
 
Catálogo de documentación navarra del siglo 
XVI en la Cámara de Castilla [electronic 
resource] / María Isabel Ostolaza.  
Pamplona: Universidad Pública de Navarra = 
Nafarroako Unibertsitate Publikoa, [1998]. 
 
Guía de fuentes para la historia de Andalucía 
en el Archivo General de la Guerra Civil 

Española [electronic resource] / dirección, 
Miguel Ángel Jaramillo Guerreira.   Madrid : 
Ministerio de Educación, Cultura y Deporte, 
Secretaría de Estado de Cultura : Secretaría 
General Técnica : Subdirección General de 
Información y Publicaciones, [2001]. 
 
Diario de sesiones [archivo de computador] / 
Cortes de Cádiz.  Madrid : [s.n.], 2000. 
 
Taylorian 
Has acquired the microfilm of an almost 
complete run of the 19th century Brazilian 
neswpaper  A Estação (Rio, 1879-1904), 
costing just under £500. 

 
 
8. Websites of Libraries: news and updates 
 
London 
The ULRLS website is now live 
(http://www.ulrls.lon.ac.uk/).  The launch of 
the website of the University of London 
Research Library Services is a significant 
milestone in the development of the ULRLS, 
not only in terms of raising its public profile, 
but also as a vehicle for offering new and 

enhanced services which bring together all 
the resources of its component libraries. 
 
Manchester 
The University of Manchester has a new web 
address (http://www.manchester.ac.uk) and 
its website guides have been updated. 

 
 
9.  Language Studies Library Groups: websites, news and updates  
 
ACLAIIR 
ACLAIIR now has its own website 
(http://www.aclaiir.org.uk).  Dr John Laidlar is 
website editor. 
 
FSLG (French Studies Library Group) 
http://fslg.libr.port.ac.uk/ 
The aims of the FSLG, which was founded in 
1999, are: 

 To act as a focus for librarians and 
others concerned with the provision of 
library resources and services in 
French studies in the United Kingdom  

 To facilitate cooperation in the 
provision, access, promotion and 
preservation of French printed and 
electronic resources  

 To provide a forum for the 
dissemination of information on these 
topics between libraries and between 
libraries and the scholarly user 
community  

 To liaise with related library groups  

 
French studies is defined as the study of 
French-speaking countries and their cultures 
and, more broadly, of all subjects requiring 
the use of research and teaching material in 
French  
 
The FSLG is a member of WESLINE (West 
European Studies Library and Information 
Network). 
 
Membership is open to any person or 
institution with an interest in the aims of the 
Group. There is currently an annual 
membership fee of £15.  
 
GSLG (German Studies Library Group) 
http://www.gslg.org.uk/ 
The GSLG, which was founded in 1985, 
exists as a forum for information about 
German studies in libraries of all kinds in the 
UK.  The Group is interested in all aspects of 
library provision, whether holdings and other 
related matters, services or co-operation, and 

http://www.ulrls.lon.ac.uk/
http://www.manchester.ac.uk/
http://www.aclaiir.org.uk/
http://fslg.libr.port.ac.uk/
http://www.gslg.org.uk/
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facilitates exchange of information between 
librarians, academics and all other users of 
German materials.óGerman studiesô, broadly 
defined, means the study of German-
speaking countries and their cultures, and 
includes any subject requiring substantial use 
of sources in German.  
 
The GSLG is a member of WESLINE (West 
European Studies Library and Information 
Network). 
 
ISLG (Italian Studies Library Group) 
http://www.bl.uk/collections/wider/italian/italst
ulib.html 
The group was established in June 2001 with 
the aim of bringing together those with an 
interest in Italian Studies to: 

 Be a focus of Italian studies in 
libraries of all kinds  

 Cultivate and disseminate information 
on libraries' holdings and other 
matters of interest  

 Act as a forum for discussion between 
libraries and users of Italian materials  

 Examine the possibilities of co-
operation between institutions  

 Collaborate with similar library 
specialist groups  

Membership is based mainly in academic 
libraries with a significant teaching and 
research commitment in Italian and in 
national libraries with an Italian dimension in 
their collections. Other members are either 
based in specialist institutions, or are 
individuals with an interest in Italian studies. 

 
 
10. WESLINE (West European Studies Library and Information Network) 
 
WESLINE now has its own website hosted by 
the University of London Research Library 
Services (http://www.ulrls.lon.ac.uk/wesline/). 
 
 
WESLINE is an umbrella group created to 
enable collaboration between the individual 
Library Groups for West European 
Languages and to facilitate the dissemination 
of information and discussion of issues in 
West European studies in the UK.  
 
 
The official launch of WESLINE will take 
place in 2005, and will be reported in issue 
14 of the Newsletter. 
 
 
 

The members of WESLINE are: 
 ACLAIIR (Advisory Council on Latin 

American and Iberian Information 
Resources) 

 French Studies Library Group  
 German Studies Library Group  
 Italian Studies Library Group  

Other language groups which may be of 
relevance or interest to WESLINE members 
include: 

 COSEELIS: Council for Slavonic and 
East European Library and Information 
Services  

 National Council on Orientalist Library 
Resources  

 WESSWEB: Western European 
Studies Section: American Association 
of College and Research Libraries

 
11. Exhibitions 
 
Barbican Art Gallery 
Tina Modotti and Edward Weston: the Mexico 
Years.  29 April ï 1 August 2004 
See 
http://www.barbican.org.uk/gallery/modotti-
weston.htm for further details. 
 
 
 

British Library 
To celebrate the 400th anniversary of the 
publication of the first part of Miguel de 
Cervantesô Don Quixote the B.L. will hold an 
exhibition entitled From Fool to Hero: 400 
Years of Don Quixote from 7 April-24 June 
2005. 
 
 

http://www.bl.uk/collections/wider/italian/italstulib.html
http://www.bl.uk/collections/wider/italian/italstulib.html
http://www.ulrls.lon.ac.uk/wesline/
http://www.aclaiir.org.uk/
http://www.aclaiir.org.uk/
http://www.aclaiir.org.uk/
http://fslg.libr.port.ac.uk/
http://www.gslg.org.uk/
http://www.bl.uk/collections/wider/italian/italstulib.html
http://www.lib.gla.ac.uk/COSEELIS/
http://www.lib.gla.ac.uk/COSEELIS/
http://www.lib.gla.ac.uk/COSEELIS/
http://www.bodley.ox.ac.uk/users/gae/NCOLR/NCOLRWEB.htm
http://www.bodley.ox.ac.uk/users/gae/NCOLR/NCOLRWEB.htm
http://www.dartmouth.edu/~wessweb/
http://www.dartmouth.edu/~wessweb/
http://www.dartmouth.edu/~wessweb/
http://www.barbican.org.uk/gallery/modotti-weston.htm

